Types of questions...

Questions

Answers

What would/could happen if...?

it would die / they would multiply / they could fail / it would explode /
they could misunderstand

What happens when...?

it boils / they start talking / they get bored / they fall asleep

What do you do when...?
How would you react if...?

you panic / you call your mum / you have a whisky / you remain calm /
you ignore it / you Google it

What does X do...?

it regulates blood sugar / it supports and protects a cell / it stores
enzymes and waste products / they break down food / they transport
oxygen in blood / it contains genetic information

What’s the role of X?

it’s involved in photosynthesis / they’re involved in digestion /it’s a
lingua franca

What’s X (used) for?

for observing tissue, for imaging the brain, for providing energy, for
sharing information

Why...? because they enables us to breathe / because there is no research
evidence / because they are lazy / because they are embarrassed /
because it’s expensive / because it’s painful

Why do you...? to avoid sunburn / to assess the students’ level / to see if students have

understood / to get them to think

Why would/might...?

because you wouldn’t be able to breathe
because the intense heat would kill you
to see if they were anaemic

to see if you were pregnant

because you wouldn't be able to see the chromosomes if they weren't
stained. (Why would it be difficult to construct a karyotype of unstained
chromosomes?)

How can you...?

by completing a PhD / by going to an Anglophone country

How would you (find out)...?

| would taste it / | would read it / | would measure it / | would weigh it

How would you know if...?

he would not have a pulse / her pupils would be dilated / their answers
would be the same

How do you (find out /know)...?
What’s the best way to...?

you measure them / you test it,
by Googling it / by revising / by going to bed early

What would you do if...?

| would change it / | would ask to see their supervisor / | would check

How would you feel if..?

| would be proud / | would be angry

What is the cause of / causes /
spreads / helps to / contributes
to...?

smoking, mosquitoes, poor diet, sport/exercise, greenhouse gas
emissions)

What does X cause / lead to /
help with?

high blood pressure, backache, insomnia, stress, global warming

MODALS...eek! Compare:

How will/can you know if your cell culture is contaminated? (e.g. your students have a cell culture, they
are doing an experiment, you are asking them to tell you about it...)

How would/could you know if your cell culture was contaminated? (e.g. you are asking your students to
imagine they doing an experiment, to imagine what would happen...)
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